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FOREWORD

MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA DR. BHADRESHDAS SWAMI

Head, BAPS Swaminarayan Research Institute

This special issue comprises a collection of papers originally present-
ed at a special session on the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana during the
19th World Sanskrit Conference, held in Kathmandu, Nepal, from June
26 t0 30, 2025. Inaugurated by the President of Nepal, this triennial gach-
ering of international Sanskrit scholars provided a fitting venue to cele-
brate the deep connection between the Himalayan nation and Bhagavan
Svaminarayana, who sanctified its land through his extensive travels and
austerities. In recognition of this sacred connection, a dedicated session
was convened on June 28, bringing together prominent scholars and in-
sticutional dignitaries. This session marked a special moment in Indian
philosophy, offering an opportunity to delve deeper into the distinc-
tive principles of Bhagavan Svaminarayana’s own Aksara-Purusottama
Darsana. The proceedings fostered meaningful dialogue among scholars
from Nepal, India, the United States, Europe, and East Asia, stemming
from the ideas presented in the articles included in this issue.

The opening paper, titled “W@ﬁwﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁﬁ?@w
AT HARIAOTHTSR A0TSR - T LM, provides a comprehensive
historical analysis of the genesis of the Prasthanatrayi-Svaminarayana-
Bhasya. Addressing skepticism about the possibility of producing origi-

nal, classical commentaries in the contemporary era, the study chronicles
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the various trajectories required for such an undertaking. By document-
ing the text’s creation, its subsequent ratification by the g]obal commu-
nity of Sanskritists, and its adherence to the vada tradition, the article
argues that the Sanskrit commentarial tradition remains a vibrane, liv-
ing medium capable of articulating novel philosophical insights in the
twenty-first century.

The second article, titled “WW@%SWM
TSI, explores the darsanic imperative of the Parabrahman's
perceptibility (pratyaksata) within the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana.
Drawing upon canonical literature and Bhagavan Svaminarayana’s oral
discourses, the study posits that ultimate liberation is contingent upon
the devotee’s engagement with a manifest form of Paramatman rather
than one that is distant or immanent. The paper addresses the soteriolog-
ical crisis posed by Svaminarayana’s physical departure from the world
and resolves it by drawing on the Darsana’s understanding of the nature,
form, and significance of the Aksarabrahman guru. The author argues
that Parabrahman remains perpetually accessible through a continuous
1ineage of spiritua] gurus, who serve as the locus of Parabrahman’s con-
tinual manifestation.

The subsequent study, titled “ﬂ&i‘(‘g@'ﬂ'ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂﬁ RIS ECRoR
- faf¥Teaesg,” examines the ontological distinctness and relation-
al dynamics between Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman within the
Aksara-Purusottama Darsana. Addressing the nature of these two eter-
nal, maya-transcending entities, the author relies on scriptural exegesis
from the Prasthanatrayt and the Vacanamrta to establish a distinct bheda
(difference) characterized by speciﬁc relational modes: the upasya-up-
asaka (worshipped-worshipper), adhara-adheya (support-supported),
and sarira-saririn (body-indweller) relationships. This analysis provides
a crucial clarification of the system’s metaphysics, distinguishing it from
other Vedantic schools by af‘Hrming a hierarchy where Aksarabrahman

cternally serves and is pervaded by the supreme Parabrahman.

The fourth article, titled Sﬂwm sfierarg
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TaRTSeRdTe ST, presents a comparative exegetical study of the term
‘aksara’ within the Srimadbhagavadgita, contrasting the hermeneutical
approaches of the Visistadvaita and Aksara-Purusottama Darsana. By
systematically analyzing key verses in which the term appears, the au-
thor demonstrates that while Ramanuja’s commentary interprets ‘aksara’
variably, denoting either the bound arman (jiva), the liberated self, or
the Paramatman, the Svaminarayana-Bhasya identifies it as the distinet
metaphysical entity, Aksarabrahman. The paper argues that this univo-
cal interpretation resolves textual ambiguities and aligns with the Gia’s
expositional framework.

The paper titled “HERERATHARRIUHTS TR (BRI of -
fers a comparative analysis of the “Guhapravistadhikarana” within the
Brahmasitras-Svaminarayana-Bhasya. Through a detailed examination of
the hermenecutics applied to the Katha-Upanisad mantra “ream pibancau,”
the study contrasts the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana’s reading with es-
tablished Vedantic commentaries, including those of the Advaita and
Visistadvaita schools. This research highlights the Svaminarayana-Bhasya’s
distinct identification of the “two entering the cave” as the mukcarman
(the liberated arman) and Aksarabrahman. The article concludes that
this approach maintains the text’s primary semantic power (mukhyartha),
while demonstrating its logical coherence and philosophical originality.

The final paper, titled “STERIEIHERIGETAT ST TATAH,” pres-
ents an exegetical analysis of the Daharavidya section of the Chandogya
Upanisad and its corresponding adhikarana in the Brahmasutras through
the lens of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana. The author contrasts this
interpretation with those of the Advaita and Visistadvaita schools. It
demonstrates that the Prasthanatrayi-Svaminarayana-Bhasya uniquely
identifies the daharakasa as Aksarabrahman (the divine abode and sus-
tainer), which contains within it Purusottama. By examining scriptural
markers such as the qualities of being free from sin (apahatapapman)
and serving as the support of all worlds, the article demonstrates that

identifying daharakasa as the cidakasa form of Aksarabrahman offers
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a coherent reading of the Upanisadic passages, validating the distinct
metaphysica] categories of the Aksara-Purusottama philosophy.
Collectively, these studies offer diverse perspectives into the history,
hermeneutics, soteriology, and ontology of the Aksara-Purusottama
Darsana. With the successful completion of this issue, we extend our
profound gratitude to the contributing authors for their rigorous schol-
arship and insights into the various features of this distinct school of
Vedanta. We are also deeply indebted to the journal’s editorial board for
their guidance and oversight in bringing this special issue to fruition.
Finally, a special note of appreciation is due to the managing and as-
sistant editors, whose tireless dedication to the meticulous processes of
review and compilation has been instrumental in ensuring the academic

excellence of this volume.
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